GUERNSEY COUNTY YOUTH COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes – March 4, 2009

9:00 A.M. – GCDJFS

Present:
LuAnn Danford, RN – Health Dept.                Susan Jividen – Deerassic Park
Heidi Porter – Teen Preg. Prev./FCFC            Chad Hibbs – FCFC

Terri Wootton – Hospice of Guernsey             Kellie Brown – G.C. MR/DD

Ann Lawrence – SMARTT                                Dale Ward – Kiwanis

Greg Bates – Opportunity Center                    Rhonda Pilck – GCDJFS

Quentin Knauer – Rotary                                Tim Welch – GCDJFS

Cindy Bond-Zielinski – OSU Extension           Jean Stevens – Juvenile Court

Mayor Tom Orr – City of Cambridge

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes from the February 4, 2009 meeting were approved on a motion from Ann Lawrence and seconded by Rhonda Pilck.

Treasurer’s Report:  There was no official report to review.  The balance as of the meeting was $460.40.  This was approved on a motion from Quentin Knauer and seconded by Kellie Brown.
Guernsey Youth Council:  Things at the Opportunity Center are going well.  Greg Bates stated that he will be giving reports to the YC every 3-months – March, June, September & December.  Letters have been sent out for Summer Youth Program and are to be returned by March 31.  Jen Woodby will be returning as the Summer Monitor this year.  Greg & Sue Thomas-Sikora will be going to a training to look at new rules and monies that will be allotted to the WIA agency to be spent on youth services this year, most of which is expected to be allotted for Out of School Youth.  The Out of School Program continues to operate with Dan Speedy as the supervisor.  He is planning to put in for additional monies to provide for a full-time supervisor to accommodate more youth.  TANF program is continuing to pay youth school fees at Mid East Career & Tech Schools in Buffalo and Zanesville.
January Event Re-Schedule:  This event is cancelled for the immediate future.  Randolph White was scheduled to speak at Cambridge and Rolling Hills, however due weather delays/cancellations and now upcoming proficiency testing, the presentations have been put on hold.  There is a chance that they could still be scheduled before the end of the school year.  Everyone will be notified if this becomes a reality.
March Event Planning:  Career & Education Fair – Tentatively set for April 29.  Two planning meetings have taken place, one with school reps and the other at the Opportunity Center concerning the use of the Reality Store materials.  At this time, it appears that Cambridge and Meadowbrook are interested, however Buckeye Trail is not.  We are looking at having the event during the school day, at the school, and it will focus on freshmen.  The Rotary Club is interested in offering professionals to help with the event.  There will be more information and planning to come. 
April Event Planning:  Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention Activities – We will assist the April Planning Committee with events taking place for Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Month.  We will be helping with the Volunteer Dinner that is scheduled for April 15 at the Elks Club at 6:30 PM.  A brief presentation will be made describing what the Youth Commission is and what we do.  The next April planning Committee meeting will be March 19 at 1:30 PM at Children Services. 

May Event Planning:  Mud Madness & Mud Bowl(?) – The annual Mud Madness Volleyball Tournament is again being planned for the month of May, however it does not look like we will be able to do both events on the same weekend.  It appears that the Kiwanis Club will have a scheduling conflict due to another event that they have planned that month, and we do not have the manpower to do it on our own.  We will begin planning for Mud Madness in April.  We will also be getting $500 from the Suicide Prevention Coalition.  More information to come.  
Other Community Events:  March is MR/DD Awareness Month and an Open House will be taking place at the Golden Rule School and Guernsey Industries on March 19 from 10 AM – 12-Noon.  On March 18, there will be an Autism Support Group meeting at the Crossroads Library at 6 PM.  And on March 25, the annual basketball game between the Guernsey Eagles and staff members will take place at the St. Benedict’s gymnasium at 6:00 PM.
     Hospice of Guernsey will again be holding their Kids Bereavement Camp on June 22 – 24 at Deerassic Park.  The camp is for kids 6 – 12-years-old.
     The CASA Hoops for Kids Basketball Tournament held on February 14 – 15 at Cambridge High School and Middle School was again a big success.  The event profited between $7,500 - $8,000.  It is a lot of work, and some changes will be implemented next year to make it run smoother.

     Mayor Tom Orr briefed the group on ways that he would like to make the 4th of July Celebration at the City Park bigger and better.  Several things being considered are more fireworks, more games, and more of an old-fashioned family picnic atmosphere with events planned throughout the day.  He would also like to get more groups involved, including the Youth Commission.  More information to come later.

Adjourn:  The meeting was adjourned on a motion from Terry Wootton.

· The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 1, 2009 at Cambridge High School at 9:00 A.M.

