GUERNSEY COUNTY YOUTH COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes – February 1, 2006

9:00 A.M. – GCDJFS

Present:
Jean Stevens – Juvenile Court                       Tim Welch – GCDJFS

Chad Hibbs – FCFC                                        Jen Fannin – Health Dept.

Cheryl Thompson – Help Me Grow                Rhonda Pilck – GCDJFS

Ann Lawrence – SMARTT Program              Sharon Ward – Kiwanis

Art Clemenson – Senior Citizens                   Linda Minter – SEAT

Mike Kachilla – Chamber of Commerce        Quentin Knauer – Rotary

Casey McVicker – OVESC                              Kelly Lynch – Children Services

Leslie Leppla – Cambridge City Schools        Tut Turner – Alt. School/OVESC
Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the January 4, 2006 meeting were reviewed and approved on a motion from Ann Lawrence and seconded by Art Clemenson.

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report was distributed and reviewed.  The total expenses over the past month were $325.00, and the total income was $150.00.  The interest for the month of December was $1.57.  the current checkbook balance as of February 1, 2006 is $2,670.82.  The report was accepted and approved on a motion from Quentin Knauer and seconded by Jean Stevens.
January Event Update: Ventriloquist Program – Mark Wade performed on Saturday, January 21 at 2PM at Central Elementary School.  There were approximately 70 children and adults in attendance at the free show.  Although we would have liked to have seen more people there, those in attendance seemed to really enjoy the show.  There were also canned food items collected at the show that were donated to the GCDJFS food pantry, which is used by the Agency in emergency situations.
SMARTT Program Updates: Still working on planning for the Cake Auction scheduled to take place on Thursday, April 6.  Looking into moving the location to the Pritchard Laughlin Civic Center.  There are 30-35 cakes so far.  Some will have sports incentives, and some will have regular incentives.  The group is also working with the radio station and their website, where people can view the cakes and items in advance.
Girls Circle (middle-school aged) – evidence-based mentoring model.  May have new programming when it starts back up.

Boys program will start back up at the end of February.  Also for middle-school aged boys and the program lasts for 10-weeks.
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SMARTT Update Cont.: Also looking at another possible program in the future called “Let One Teach One.”  This program allows the older boys to teach and mentor the kids in elementary school.  Looking at starting in the Cambridge schools, then expanding to the other school districts.
February Event Planning: The core value for the month is Family.  Checking to see if Premiere Theaters will cut us a deal to show a special matinee.  This would be free to local families.  The back-up plan would be to have a free family bowling activity, possibly on President’s Day.  More information to come.
March Event Planning: The Youth Leadership Guernsey Program is taking on the month of March for the Youth Commission as their class project.  The students have chosen to hold a “Kids Carnival” on Sunday, March 26 from 2PM – 5PM at Central Elementary School in Cambridge.  The event will feature games, food and prizes and will target elementary school-aged children.  Canned food donations will also be accepted at the entrance.    All planning is being done by the Youth Leadership students, who have formed sub-committees to perform the tasks.
April Event Planning:  National Volunteer Week takes place in April, and an event could be planned around this using area students.  Other suggestions included an Earth Day (4-22) clean-up, or possibly a DJ/dance, which have been successful in the past.  March of Dimes Walk America is 4-23.  More discussions to come.
Other Business:  Arbor Day – April 28 – the Rotary Club will again be distributing tree seedlings to elementary school students in all of the local school districts.  Master gardeners will be talking to the students about how to plant the trees and care for them.
It was announced that the Help Me Grow program will be holding a Birthday Bash for young children sometime in May.  More information will be coming.

The STAND program (teen anti-tobacco group) will be meeting on the first Thursday each month.  They are looking at moving the meetings around the county each month.  The next meeting (2-2) will be held at the Stop 9 Community Building in Byesville.  The March meeting (3-2) will be held at Buckeye Trail.  The meetings take place from 6PM – 7PM. 

Guernsey County Youth Commission – 2-1-06                             Page 3
A Suicide Prevention meeting was held recently.  It was suggested that we have suicide prevention information to give out at Youth Commission events.  Mud Madness would be a very good place for this.

It was announced that the Youth Commission has applied for a Thelma Rogavin W.I.C. grant.  If awarded, the funds would be used to offset costs for YC events during the spring and summer months.
Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned on a motion from Quentin Knauer and seconded by Rhonda Pilck.

(  The next meeting is scheduled to take place on Wednesday, March 1, 2006 at the GCDJFS at 9:00 A.M.  (
