GUERNSEY COUNTY YOUTH COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes – February 2, 2005

9:00 A.M. – GCDJFS
Present:
Cheryl Thompson – Help Me Grow                  Clint Vinson – GMN Headstart

Cindy Lafollett – OH Family & Child. First     Quentin Knauer – Rotary

Kim Reynolds – COEC                                     Ann Lawrence – SMARTT

Val Berisford – Alc. & Drug Serv.                  Tim Welch – GCDJFS

Rhonda Pilck – GCDJFS                                  Kate Broadwater – Health Dept.

Jean Stevens – Juvenile Court

Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the January 5, 2005 meeting were reviewed and approved on a motion from Ann Lawrence and seconded by Rhonda Pilck.

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report was distributed and reviewed by Rhonda Pilck.  The checkbook balance as of February 1, 2005 was $984.97.  The report was accepted on a motion from Val Berisford and seconded by Kim Reynolds.
January Event Update: The collection of money for the victims of the tsunami is currently underway in all of the area schools and day care centers.  All money will be donated to UNICEF.  The collection got a late start due to our own bad weather (flooding & snow) and the school closings.  The collection began on January 24 and will go until February 18.  The money will be picked up on February 22, and U S Bank has agreed to help us count the money.  Tim Welch will be taking a picture and writing a press release to promote the school’s and Youth Commission’s efforts. 
SMARTT Program Update: Ann Lawrence reported that planning is continuing for the Cake Auction.  She also stated that they have had their second meeting with the “Get SMARTT” girls program (Girls in grades 6th – 8th).  The meetings take place at Children Services.  Several of the things that have been discussed with the girls is getting involved with the community, and Kate Broadwater will be talking to the girls about tobacco use.
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February Event Planning: It was discovered that the original plan of having a blood drive in the schools during February could not be completed.  The schools already have planned blood drives during the year, and the schools need to schedule these a year in advance.
Therefore, it was decided to have a “Family Game Night.”  The core value for the month is Family, so this will work well.  The event will be held at Central Elementary School on Wednesday, February 23 from 6:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M.  We will supply free pizza and drinks. (This was approved on a motion from Jean Stevens and seconded by Cindy Lafollett).  We will also raffle off the board games to the families at the end of the evening.  The games will be donated by Youth Commission members and any agencies interested in helping.  (They can be dropped off at Kate or Chad’s office anytime before the event).  Kim Reynolds will supply information cards with family tips on them to be passed out at the event.  Tim Welch will take care of the promotions, and will be sure to highlight the core value of family.
Other Business: Stand Bracelets – Kate explained the “stand 53K” (53,000 people die of secondhand smoke each year in the U.S.) bracelets that are being given to Ohio teens.  The orange bracelets are very popular and in very high demand.  Kate has some that she will be handing out, and she has a request in to get more.
Event evaluations/surveys – It was decided that it will be left up to Chad to come up with evaluations/surveys that can be used at Youth Commission events.  It was felt that he would best know what information that he would like to ask on them based on criteria that he will need for grants and whatever statistics he will need to keep on file.
Jean Stevens stated that the CASA Program will be holding an essay contest for National Spankout Day.  The contest will involve area students in grades 3rd – 5th.  The winning class will get a pizza party, and they will also be recognized at the April Community Breakfast.

Youth Commission Meeting – 2-2-05                               Page 3

Other Business Cont.: 
Vegas Night – The local chapter of the American Red Cross will be sponsoring its annual Vegas Night Fundraiser at the Country Club on Sat., Feb. 5th.  Casino games, food and an auction.  Doors open at 6:30 PM, and tickets are $10 in advance.  All proceeds go to the local Red Cross.
WIC Ball – Takes place on February 12 at the Pritchard Laughlin Civic Center.  Tickets are $100.  Call Children Services for more information.

Baby Safety Shower meeting on February 17 at 11:00 AM at the Health Dept.

Chili Cookoff – March 3 at Children Services from 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM.  Proceeds will go to the Magical Moments of Childhood Program.

Prom Gown Giveaway – Sat., March 19 at the Potter Davis Building upstairs in downtown Cambridge from 1PM – 3PM.  Gowns given away free of charge.  Fashion show, refreshments, etc.  Sponsored by Magical Moments, Louann’s Sewing Shoppe, and Gibson-Turner Century 21.

Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention Kickoff – April 1 at 12-noon at the Cambridge Park Armory.  Focus more on families.  Free pizza & drinks.  Door prize basket.  Local officials & agency reps., etc.

Magical Moments Euchre Tournament – Sun., April 3 at the Longhorn Bar & Grill in Pleasant City starting at 1:00 PM.

Cheryl Thompson stated that Dr. Joseph Sobek of New Philadelphia will be speaking about nutrition and exercise on April 13 at 6:00 PM at MR/DD.

Val Berisford requested that Mud Madness be placed on the agenda for the March meeting.  (Yes, it’s time to start planning already!) 
Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned on a motion from Rhonda Pilck and seconded by Jean Stevens.
* The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, March 2, 2005 at GCDJFS at 9:00 A.M.
