GUERNSEY COUNTY YOUTH COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes – September 1, 2004

9:00 AM – GCDJFS
Present:
Susan Huffman – GMN-ESC                     Kate Broadwater – Health Dept.

Cheryl Thompson – Help Me Grow           Chad Hibbs – FCFC/YC

Tim Welch – GCDJFS                              Rhonda Pilck – GCDJFS

Ann Lawrence – SMARTT                        Sam Salupo – City of Cambridge

Susan Fugett – SE Med                           Lisa Wallis – YMCA

Brandi Hibbs – YMCA                              Penny Parnell – Parnell & Assoc.

Val Berisford – CMS/Alc. & Drug Serv.      Frank Stroud – Juvenile Court
Tut Turner – Alternative School               Jean Stevens – Juvenile Court

Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the August 4, 2004 meeting were reviewed and approved on a motion from Rhonda Pilck and seconded by Penny Parnell.

August Event Wrap-Up: The concert held at Cambridge City Park featured the band Hidden Drive and was held on Wed., August 25.  The event, which was co-sponsored with the Guernsey Co. Child Support Enforcement Agency, was re-scheduled from August 4 due to bad weather.  The band was very good, but the crowd was small with few children.  We set up a table with information.

September Food Drive Final Planning: Kate Broadwater, Chad Hibbs and Tim Welch attended the school superintendents meeting to ask for permission to hold a food drive in the school districts in the county.  All agreed to participate and thought it was a good idea.  We will hold a special meeting on September 9 to finalize planning on getting word to each of the schools, food collection and counting in the schools, food pick-up and delivery to food panties, etc.  This contest will be conducted the same way as last year with a winning school receiving the traveling trophy.  Last year’s winner was Secrest Elementary.

Proposal of Revised By-Laws: A revised copy of the Youth Commission by-laws was distributed and reviewed.  The new by-laws were accepted on a motion from Valerie Berisford and seconded by Ann Lawrence.
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October Event Ideas – Personal Responsibility & Accountability:
Several ideas were discussed for the month of October.  The first was participating in the former “Safe & Spooky Halloween Party.”  This year, they will be dropping the Halloween theme and going with a nursery rhyme theme, with the same basic format as before.  More information to come on how we can participate.  Next meeting is Sept. 29, 8AM at SE Med bldg. on S.R. 660.
It was mentioned that we could somehow get involved with Red Ribbon Week.  One suggestion was to arrange for a speaker.  More to come.

And finally, it was suggested that if there was going to be a Haunted Park this year, that maybe we could again have a concession stand.  It has been a good money maker in the past.  More information to come after contacting the Park Office.

SMARTT Program Update: Chad Hibbs reported that the group has begun meeting on the second Wednesday of each month at 2PM at Children Services.  The group currently structuring programs, and they hope to get things underway on January 2005.  The group is also looking at continuing their cake auction, and they are looking at possibly having the event this coming spring. 
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report was distributed and reviewed by Rhonda Pilck.  The balance of the checking account as of 8/31/04 was $677.37.  The report was accepted on a motion from Tut Turner and seconded by Penny Parnell.

Other Business: YMCA future activity – Looking at the possibility of co-sponsoring an event with the Youth Commission for a Dodge Ball Tournament.  Had mentioned possibly in February or March, but it may be too close to the Mud Madness event (May), which they hope to model this event after.  The Y is hoping to make area youth more aware of the benefits of physical fitness and the dangers of obesity.  This event may also bring more teens to the Y.
The idea is to get students in grades 9 – 12, and have 4 teams from each school.

The Y would like to get sponsors and make this a community effort and purchase T-shirts and a trophy.  Kate also mentioned that there could be some funding available through a grant from the American Cancer Society.  Look for more information on this possible event in the future.
Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned on a motion from Val Berisford and seconded by Rhonda Pilck.
* The next meeting will be held on Wed., Oct. 6, 2004 at 9AM at GCDJFS.
