Guernsey County Youth Commission

Board Meeting – April 3, 2002

Present:
- Linda Mehl – Health Dept.                                                 - Mitch Reed – Young Life

- Susan Hayes – GMN-ESC                                                  - Becky Masters – Juvenile Court

- Frank Stroud – Juvenile Court                                            - Karen Wiggins – Alc./Drug Services

- Mike Humphrey – Com. Outreach Ed. Coor.                     - Laura Edwards-Conrad – Genesis Healthcare

- Dan Carpenetti – Thompkins CAS                                     - Tim Welch – GCDJFS

- Troy McCollister – GCDJFS                                              - Gwen Moore – Girl Scouts – Heart of Ohio

- Sam Salupo – City of Cambridge                                       - Clint Vinson – GMN Headstart

- Kelly Lynch – Children Services                                        - Tracy Bugglin – Guernsey Counseling Center

· The meeting began at approximately 9:10 AM, and was brought to order by Tim Welch.

Pros & Cons of Full Y.C. Meeting – Troy McCollister felt that the meeting was good for generating new ideas, but we need “bodies” to pull off activities.  We need to increase core group to organize and chaperone events.

There were 50 – 60 individuals that signed in, however there were more were in attendance.  Those that did sign in will be contacted.  Some also signed up for core value committees.  Tim Welch will distribute to committee chairs.

Dan Carpenetti felt that it was good to have everyone in the same room again to get the “big picture.”  Meeting was well organized.

Tim again thanked the GMN Educational Service Center for a job well done, and asked Susan Hayes to pass that message along to Dan Mumma and Molly Fender as well.

April Event – “Mud Madness – Guernsey County Teen Challenge” Sunday, April 21 at the Cambridge City Park beginning at noon.  Healthful and Balanced Living Committee together with Alcohol and Drug Services of Guernsey County, in conjunction with the “Parents Who Host, Lose The Most” campaign Ohio Parent For Drug Free Youth.

Sam gave credit to Frank and Karen for arranging such a fun event.  All 3 Guernsey County high schools have been contacted, and there will be challenges between the school’s teams in mud volleyball, sack races in the mud and a tug of war.  The students will sign up to participate at their schools.  There will also be a DJ, dancing, and karaoke throughout the event.  Alan Drake with the City Park has been very helpful.  Mud pits will be dug.  Kids can rinse off in the basement of the Armory.

Everyone who participates will receive a T-shirt, and Tim designed the logo.  A variety of sizes will be ordered.  DJFS will donate $500 and SE Med will donate $300 toward the shirts.  Winning school will also receive a trophy.

Law enforcement and other agencies will have booths set up to focus on the subject of the dangers of parents hosting drinking parties during prom and graduation.

There will be several ways that the kids can win door prizes, and there will also be snacks available (hot dogs, pop, and chips – 25-cents each).  Volunteers will be needed to run food booth, and other events throughout the day.

Healthful and Balanced Living Committee will meet again on Thursday, April 11 at noon at City Hall.

May Event – Personal Safety and Security Committee Core Value Month.  Committee members absent from meeting.  Details that are known at this time are that the event will take place on Sunday, May 5 at the Byesville Village Park.  There will be booths, displays, food, games, etc. all geared toward safety.  The event’s title is “United We Stand For Community Safety,” and there will be a patriotic theme.  More details to come.

Core Value Committee Report – Troy reported that the Education Committee is planning to meet on the week of April 8.  The committee is hoping to get more information into the schools, so the group is considering having a member sit on each committee to get the information out.
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FSC Partnership – Troy McCollister addressed the Board Members about becoming part of the Family Service Council.  Troy assured the group that the Youth Commission would continue to be its own entity and that the FSC would have no authority over the Commission.  The Youth Commission would simply fall under the FSC umbrella and become a subcommittee or partner.  This move is necessary for applying for grants, and it may even allow for possible funding of a full-time Youth Commission Coordinator.  A motion was made by Sam Salupo for the Youth Commission to become part of the Family Service Council, and seconded by Kelly Lynch.  The motion passed unanimously.

Banner – Tim asked the group (after it was suggested to him by Tracy Bugglin) about the possibility of having a banner made for the Youth Commission.  It would be used at all future Youth Commission events.  Tim asked for permission to use funds from the Commission’s checking account to purchase the banner.  A motion was made by Mike Humphrey and seconded by Tracy Bugglin to allow the banner to be made.  All approved.

Children’s Health Fair – Tim stated that he was approached by Cathy Chendraj from Community HealthLink (SE Med) about participating in the Annual Children’s Health Fair.  It will take place on Thursday, June 20 from 6 – 9 PM at the City Park.  Everyone was in favor of participating.  We will plan on having a booth with information and an activity of some kind.  We will discuss this item further.

Incorporation/tax exemption – Still no word on the status.  Sam is to follow up and report at the next board meeting.

Treasurer’s report – Mitch Reed reported that there was no recent activity.  As of the meeting, there was a balance of $772.02.  There are sufficient funds in the account to purchase a banner.

Other Business  - Tim reported that John McCance from the local radio station donated a hot dog roaster to the Youth Commission.  It is like new, and has only been used once or twice.  Thank you John!

· Mike Humphrey reminded everyone that April is Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Month.  The annual breakfast will take place on Thursday, April 18 at 7:30 AM at Theo’s.

· Laura Edwards-Conrad told the group that the Rock n’ R Youth Rodeo is interested in participating with the Youth Commission.  They are currently constructing an arena at the Valley View Trade Complex.

· Dan Carpenetti stated that there are many important issues on the May ballot, and he asked Youth Commission members to be informed and to vote.

· Sam briefed the group about the upcoming street improvement income tax levy and asked if he could get an endorsement from the Youth Commission for support.  Dan then suggested that we make a blanket statement to endorse all of the upcoming levies (schools, Mental Health, etc.)  Tim will follow up to make sure that endorsing these levies does not hurt our non-profit status.

· Frank Stroud made a motion to approve support, and it was seconded by Kelly Lynch pending legal advice.  All approved.

· Meeting was adjouned on a motion made by Mike Humphrey and seconded by Dan Carpenetti.

Next meeting is Wednesday, May 1, 2002 at 9:00 AM at the Guernsey County Dept. of Job and Family Services, 

