GUERNSEY COUNTY YOUTH COMMISSION BOARD

MEETING MINUTES – JANUARY 3, 2001

Present:

· Melody Jacobs Barr – AVC Communications

· Wendy Doney – SEAT

· Dama Ferguson – Health Dept./Early Start

· Larry Oliver – Knights Inn Shenandoah Plaza

· Mike Humphrey – Community Outreach Education Coordinator

· Maureen Blues – Byesville Headstart

· Pam Nicholson – Chosen Generation

· Tracy Bugglin – SCI/Guernsey Counseling Center

· Jean Stevens – Juvenile Court

· Troy McCollister – GCDJFS

· Dan Carpenetti – CSB/NLGH

· Sam Salupo – City of Cambridge

· Jerome – Army Recruiter

· William Meyer – Army Recruiter

· Ginny Blakeman – Honesty & Integrity Committee

· Tim Welch – Public Information Coordinator

· Mitch Reed – Young Life

· Vickie Hare – Thompkins C.A.S.

· Art Clemenson – Cambridge City Schools

· The meeting began at 9:10 AM, and was brought to order by Tim Welch.

· Minutes from the December 13, 2000 Board meeting were approved by Maureen Blues and seconded by Melody Jacobs Barr.

Pros & Cons of Teen Holiday Bowl – Event was very successful.  Mike Humphrey distributed a breakdown of the demographics of the kids that attended.  Approximately 150 kids participated in the bowling.  There were no incidents, and the kids were very well behaved.  Received positive feedback and the door prizes were a big hit.  It was also noted that thank you notes would be sent to those that donated prizes and financial contributions to the Commission for the event.

January activity – January is Family Committee month.  An event is planned for Saturday, January 27th at the Pritchard Laughlin Civic Center from 5:00 PM – 9:00 PM.  The event is titled “Make A Difference in Your Family – Communicate” and First Lady Hope Taft is tentatively the featured speaker.  The emphasis on her presentation will be literacy and communication within the family.  There will also be food and games available.  Melody Jacobs Barr suggested several ways to promote the event and door prizes.  Wendy Doney stated that she would check into the possibility of providing the SEAT Bus for transportation for those attending the event.  Agencies will be asked to set-up booths with a literacy or family communication activity at the event.  Ann Dutt is currently contacting agencies about participating and setting-up informational booths.  Anyone with questions or would like to volunteer to help with the event should contact Mike Humphrey.

Solicitation for donations – Tim Welch reported that the letters to solicit donations for the Commission have been sent out.  The members of the Personal Responsibility & Accountability Committee coordinated the creation of the letter, as well as the folding, stuffing, sealing, and labeling of the letters.  Approximately 300 letters were sent to local businesses and organizations.  The Guernsey County Department of Job & Family Services provided the printing of the labels and the postage.
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Tax Exempt Status – Pam Nicholson reported on the paperwork for becoming tax exempt.  She stated that we need to establish articles of organization or incorporation, in addition to the bylaws, to qualify as a 501C3 organization.  She says that incorporation seems to be the best avenue because it will provide for isolation and protection of the Commission members.  Pam says that the Commission would probably best fit under the title of combating the deterioration of community and juvenile delinquency.

A committee comprised of Pam, Tim, Sam, Melody, and Jean was formed to prepare the proper documentation needed to complete the forms.  The group will meet on Wednesday, January 10th at 11:00 AM at Atty. Bill Nicholson’s office.

In Other Business – Pam stated that we need to remember that the Commission has planned to make the focus and topics of each month to be countywide, broad-based, community blitz.  Not to focus on just the one monthly event, but to publicize the subject throughout the entire month.  This should be done through the schools, businesses, churches, etc.

Jean Stevens distributed a list of names of volunteers who are interested in participating in Committee activities.

*** Next Meetings – Wednesday, January 24, 2001 at 9:00 AM at the Dept. of Job & Family Services, and also on Wednesday, February 7, 2001 at 9:00 AM, again at the DJFS. ***

· Meeting was adjourned on a motion from Mike Humphrey and seconded by Maureen Blues at 10:05 AM.

